




Dan Pearson made a modification to his 
Diamant 18 by taking off the canopy and 
installing a fairing over the cockpit tub. Other 
modifications required to fly “Topless” include 
the addition of a bulkhead behind the cockpit to 
prevent the airstream from entering the fuse.

Note this is a temporary modification and can be 
installed and/or removed for any flight. 

Also of note should be the modifications Dan 
made to the rest of his Diamant: the wings are 
stretched to 19 meters, with the ailerons being 
extended, the shape of the nose is reconfigured 
and comes to an aerodynamic point, and if you 
look closely at the landing gear doors you will 
notice NACA style cooling/ventilation intakes 
and ductwork.



The lower photo was taken at the 30th 
Anniversary celebration. It shows Dan’s HBV 
Diamant, S/N 05 with a Libelle 301 S/N 034. 
Both wings are the same, and derived from the 
H-30 TS powered sailplane.

These few notes are good examples of how 
close Art and Dan got in friendship.

— Jim Scollen


